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Minutes of the NCTE Annual Business Meeting 
for the Board of Directors and Other Members of the Council 

Friday, November 22, 2013 
Boston, Massachusetts 

 
 
The Annual Business Meeting for the Board of Directors and 
other Members of the Council of the National Council of 
Teachers of English was called to order by President Sandy 
Hayes at 5:30 p.m., November 22, 2013. 
 
Platform guests included Doug Hesse, Incoming Vice President; 
Kent Williamson, Executive Director; Kay Haas, 
Parliamentarian; Kathy Short, Vice President; Ernest Morrell, 
President-Elect; Kristen Hamilton, Resolutions Committee 
Chair; Keith Gilyard, Past President; and the members of the 
Resolutions Committee: Meenoo Rami, Yolanda Sealey-Ruiz, 
Bill Bass, and Teri Knight. 
 
President Hayes called for a motion to adopt the rules for the 
Annual Business Meeting. Yetta Goodman, AZ,  presented the 
motion; Beverly Ann Chin, MT, seconded it. The motion 
CARRIED. 
 
Jesse Perry, CA, moved to adopt the agenda, seconded by Ken 
Lindblom, NY. The motion CARRIED. 
 
Patricia Dunn, NY, moved to dispense with the roll call of 
directors, seconded by Donna Wake, AR. The motion CARRIED. 
 
Wanda Porter, HI, moved to dispense with a formal reading of 
the 2012 Minutes of the NCTE Annual Business Meeting, 
seconded by Louann Reid, CO. The motion CARRIED. 
 
Elizabeth McAninch, CA, moved to accept the posted 2013 
Annual Reports, seconded by Lisa Martin, NV. The motion 
CARRIED. 
 
President Hayes introduced President-Elect Ernest Morrell, 
Chair of the 2013 Distinguished Service Award Selection 
Committee. Morrell thanked this year’s committee members: 
Patricia Dunn, College Section Chair; Katie Greene, Secondary 
Section Associate Chair; and Kathy Short, Vice President. 
 
The Distinguished Service Award recognizes a person or 
persons, either volunteer or staff, who have exhibited valuable 
professional service within and outside the Council, including 
scholarly or academic distinction at any level; who have 

demonstrated distinguished use of language; and who have 
exhibited excellence in teaching. 
 
Morrell announced the recipient of the 2013 Distinguished 
Service Award: Jerome Harste, Indiana University. 
 
President Hayes introduced Yvonne Siu-Runyan, Chair of the 
2013 James R. Squire Award Selection Committee. Siu-Runyan 
thanked this year’s committee members: Carole Avery, David 
Bloome, and Jerome Harste.  
 
The James R. Squire Award, formerly called the NCTE Executive 
Committee Award, was established in 1967. In 1999 the 
Executive Committee renamed the award to honor former 
Executive Director James R. Squire for his contributions to NCTE 
and the profession at large. The award is given in recognition of 
outstanding service, not only to the stature and development 
of NCTE and the discipline that it represents but also to the 
profession of education as a whole, internationally as well as 
nationally. The award—given only to an NCTE member who has 
had a transforming influence and has made a lasting 
intellectual contribution to the profession—is not an annual 
award. In fact, it has been presented only 15 times in the past 
40 years. The award is bestowed only when selection 
committees, composed of past presidents of the Council, 
decide that nominations in a given year warrant its 
presentation. 
 
Siu-Runyan announced the recipient of the 2013 James R. 
Squire Award: Rudine Sims Bishop, Ohio State University. 
 
President Hayes introduced Kenneth Goodman, Chair of the 
2013 David H. Russell Award Selection Committee. Goodman 
thanked this year’s committee members: Jamal Cooks and 
Linda Rief. 
 
The David H. Russell Award is given for any work or works of 
scholarship or research in language, literature, rhetoric, or 
pedagogy and learning published during the past five years. 
Works nominated for the award should be exemplary instances 
of the genre, address broad research questions, contain 
material that is accessibly reported, and reflect a project that 
stands the test of time. 
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Goodman announced the recipient of the 2013 David H. Russell 
Award: Peter Smagorinsky, University of Georgia, Athens, for 
his book, Vygotsky and Literacy Research: A Methodological 
Framework (published in 2011 by Sense Publishers). Attendees 
were invited to the Closing Session of the Day of Research, 
Saturday, November 23, 5:45-7:00 p.m. (Sheraton 
Boston/Hampton Room, 3

rd
 Floor) to hear Smagorinsky speak. 

Smagorinsky accepted the award at the Sunday General 
Session at 10:00 a.m. (Hynes Convention Center/Ballroom B, 
Level Three). 
 
President Hayes introduced Past President Keith Gilyard, who 
introduced the NCTE past presidents and executive directors in 
attendance: Yetta Goodman, Shirley Haley-James, Jesse Perry, 
Beverly Ann Chin, Carol Avery, Sheridan Blau, Jerome Harste, 
Anne Ruggles Gere, Leila Christenbury, David Bloome, Patricia 
Lambert Stock, Randy Bomer, Joanne Yatvin, Kathleen Blake 
Yancey, Kylene Beers, Carol Jago, Yvonne Siu-Runyan, and 
former executive directors Miles Myers and Faith Schullstrom. 
 
President Hayes introduced Robert Petrone, Chair of the NCTE 
Nominating Committee. Petrone solicited nominations for the 
2014 ballots. Candidates are needed as follows: Vice President 
to be chosen from the Middle Level Section, Secondary 
Representative-at-Large, Trustees of the Research Foundation, 
and members for the NCTE Nominating Committee. The 
Section Nominating Committees, CEE, and TYCA are soliciting 
nominations as well. Representatives from each of these 
Nominating Committees were seated at tables in the back of 
the room. Open meetings of the Nominating Committees were 
scheduled for Saturday, November 23, 12:00-12:45 p.m. in the 
Sheraton Boston/Back Bay D, 2

nd
 Floor, and on Sunday, 

November 24, 8:00-9:00 a.m. in the Sheraton Boston/Back Bay 
D, 2

nd
 Floor. 

 
President Hayes asked for a moment of silence for those 
members who had passed away since the last Board of 
Directors Meeting. They included Helen Bechdel, Charles 
Dodson, Kenneth Donelson, Carolyn Dooley, Cynthia A. 
Graylee, Jane Johnsen, Robert Kauffman, Marge Knox, Debbie 
MacInnes, Maryann Manning, Elizabeth Max, Susan Miller, 
Emily Montgomery, Beverly Murphy, Joan Owen, Anne Perrin, 
Barbara Schaffner, John Simmons, Denise Simone, William 
Slager, Norman Stewart, and Katherine Wing. 
 
President Hayes introduced Paul Thomas, NCTE Historian, who 
provided the following moment of NCTE history: 
 

Honoring our history allows us to acknowledge that 
we all stand on the shoulders of giants. For those of us 
teaching English, we recall not only people, their lives, 
and careers, but also their words—and that words 
matter.  
 

The Moment of History for NCTE this year, then, 
confirms our debt to the past and speaks to our 
obligations for today and tomorrow. And in that spirit, 
“This is not the time for the teacher of any language to 
follow the line of least resistance, to teach without the 
fullest possible knowledge of the implications of his 
medium.” 
 
In the mid-1800s, public education was called a 
“dragon . . . devouring the hope of the country as well 
as religion,” explains Susan Jacoby. Bullying public 
education has deep roots, at least reaching back to the 
nineteenth century.  
 
Education historian Diane Ravitch, in her Reign of 
Error, details how this historical trend has manifested 
itself in the current thirty-year accountability era. The 
media, in documentaries such as Waiting for 
“Superman” and an endless stream of articles in print 
and online, along with political leadership at the state 
and federal levels as well as on both sides of the aisle, 
have offered a steady refrain that public schools are 
failures and public school teachers are mostly to 
blame. The solutions for three decades have been 
more accountability, new standards, and better high-
stakes tests.  
 
As teachers of literacy we are squarely on the 
crosshairs of these claims, and since we all love a good 
story, we’re also major characters in competing 
narratives about education and education reform in 
the U.S. Ravitch documents these narratives well but 
also exposes the dominant and compelling narrative—
schools are failures and teachers are to blame—is 
mostly misleading and that the counter-narrative—
expressed by teachers, academic scholars, and 
researchers—remains essentially ignored. 
 
Let’s go back in time, then, with our current state of 
affairs in public education firmly in mind. Let’s go back 
to 1947 and Lou LaBrant, a few years before her 
tenure as president of NCTE, in the pages of 
Elementary English, when she laments “. . . the 
considerable gap between the research currently 
available and the utilization of that research in school 
programs and methods.” Later in that piece, LaBrant 
concludes: 
 

“Language is a significant factor in the 
psychological adjustment of the individual. 
This is not the time for the teacher of any 
language to follow the line of least resistance, 
to teach without the fullest possible 
knowledge of the implications of his medium. 
Before we, either as individuals or as a 
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Council, experiment with methods of doing 
specific things or block out a curriculum, let 
us spend some time with the best scholars in 
the various fields of language study to 
discover what they know, what they believe 
uncertain and in need of study.” 

 
Just three years later, writing about writing 
instruction, LaBrant also sounded an alarm about 
“word magic”: 
 

“There is other semantic knowledge with 
which our students should become familiar. 
They should discover the danger in word-
magic, that calling a man by a name does not 
necessarily make him what we say. We must 
teach our students that words are symbols 
which they use, and that there is stupidity in 
word magic.” 

 
Now, let’s jump ahead in history to 2001, when No 
Child Left Behind codified the accountability era and 
called for “scientifically based research” over 100 
times. The implications of this legislation, of course, 
were that between 1947 and 2001, education had 
failed to listen to LaBrant. 
 
If we move just a few years further to 2005, the 
College Board announced a writing section of the SAT. 
NCTE promptly responded by warning that research 
suggested that timed, high-stakes tests were likely to 
damage effective and equitable literacy pedagogy and 
learning. In subsequent years, some of the power of 
the SAT has diminished., but high-stakes testing has 
increased, both in the lives and learning of children 
and in the evaluation of teachers and schools. 
 
Today, as we now face the implementation of 
Common Core and the high-stakes tests related to 
those new standards, we are again presented with 
evidence from the National Education Policy Center: 
 

“As the absence of presence of rigorous or 
national standards says nothing about equity, 
educational quality, or the provision of 
adequate educational services, there is no 
reason to expect Common Core or any other 
standards initiative to be an effective 
educational reform by itself.” 
 

In November of 2013, then, it seems all too obvious 
that echoing LaBrant is necessary as we seek ways in 
which we can raise the discourse and change the 
actions of those leading the reform of public schools 

to fulfill our debt to our past and our obligations to 
today and tomorrow. 
 
We face a considerable gap. And finally, as LaBrant 
concluded about “word magic”: 
 

“Perhaps not everyone in the land is ready to 
read Macbeth or to write a sonnet. Better, it 
seems to me, that each read what he can 
honestly understand, and admit on occasion 
that he is baffled; better that the boy or girl 
write a simple account of what he saw on the 
street than that he write a collection of 
stereotypes on democracy. Let him, perhaps, 
admit with all of us that he is learning about 
democracy and has much to read and to think 
before he can say what should be. We 
teachers of English can at the very least teach 
our students that language is a tool of 
thought, a tool which can be sharp and keen, 
but is easily blunted.” 

 
We cannot afford the “word magic” of the current 
reform movement any longer. Words matter, and it is 
time for resistance. 

 
President Hayes gave her presidential report: 
 

Re(Inventing) the Future of  English – I appreciate the 
nuance of the parenthesis that Ernest Morrell placed 
there, the cyclical nature of progress, that the old 
morphs into the new, yet retains and sometimes 
recycles parts of the old. In the last few years, as the 
Executive Committee has worked more strategically, it 
has been this vision of evaluation and reinvention, 
always with the purpose of improving conditions for 
learning as the world shifts into the vastly different 
dynamics of our political world.  It is with this view of 
service that I would like to share a few of this year’s 
highlights. 
 
Core Standards 
NCTE has no official position supporting the core 
standards.  Instead, NCTE has been active in 
supporting teachers whose states and schools have 
adopted these standards.   For the last two years, 
NCTE has supported teacher agency through our 
webinars, the Supporting Teachers in the Time of 
Common Core Standards book series, journal articles, 
activity in the Literacy in Learning Exchange, and 
planks in our Legislative platforms.  One hundred and 
one sessions at this convention directly addressed 
standards in their presentation titles. 
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Where NCTE has taken official action, though, is on 
the issue of assessments.  In April, the Executive 
Committee approved the position statement Machine 
Scoring Fails the Test.  This position statement 
synthesized thirty-nine peer-reviewed studies into a 
clear and compelling indictment of the practice of 
computerized scoring of writing.  The position 
statement was picked up by countless bloggers 
including Catherine Gewertz, Curriculum Matters, and 
Zak Budryk,  Inside Higher Ed. The statement was also 
published in its entirety on Valerie Strauss’s The 
Answer Sheet blog in The Washington Post.   
 
I would like to thank task force members Scott Filkins, 
Troy Hicks, Peggy O’Neill, Kathryn Mitchell Pierce, 
Maisha Winn, and Chris Anson, chair, for their 
thoughtful work on behalf of NCTE. 
 
In May, I called for a moratorium on the consequences 
of high-stakes testing.  This letter to NCTE members 
was also picked up by Catherine Gewertz and other 
bloggers.  Valerie Strauss published it in The Answer 
Sheet, putting a positive spin on the issue by 
highlighting the five alternatives for improving literacy 
embedded in the letter. 
 
A second NCTE position statement on assessment, 
Formative Assessment That Truly Informs Instruction, 
was adopted by the Executive Committee in October.  
Since this statement is both well-researched and 
teacher-friendly, it will serve NCTE well, both in 
influencing policymakers and as a useful tool for our 
members. 
 
On behalf of NCTE, I would like to thank members of 
this task force: Scott Filkins, Antero Garcia, Kathryn 
Mitchell Pierce, Lisa Scherff, Franki Sibberson, NCTE 
staff liaison Millie Davis, and chair Cathy Fleischer for 
their expertise and insight. 
 
Advocacy 
As part of the April Advocacy Day in Washington, D.C., 
representatives of the Executive Committee had the 
opportunity to meet in a roundtable discussion with 
about a dozen representatives of the Department of 
Education, including the Assistant Secretary in the 
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education.  The 
topics of discussion included some of the planks of our 
2013 Government Policy Platform:  time for 
professional learning, machine scoring of writing and 
the importance of formative assessment, equity and 
opportunity for students, and the use of multiple 
research methods. It was a very productive and cordial 
give-and-take session.  
 

Another opportunity for advocacy on that day was a 
meeting between a representative from The 
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College 
and Careers (PARCC) and members of the Executive 
Committee. NCTE representatives expressed concerns 
about the extent of the assessments and about 
methods scoring.  The findings from Machine Scoring 
Fails the Test were presented to underscore the NCTE 
position. 
 
Coalitions 
NCTE continues our collaborative spirit in supporting 
literacy learning and teaching across the curriculum.  
Our leadership and staff continue to promote 
relationships between content organizations, as 
demonstrated by our commitment to the Connected 
Learning Coalition, the Coalition for Teaching Quality, 
Advocates for Literacy, and Project 24, an initiative 
supporting systematic planning and effective use of 
technology. 
 
NCLE 
With the grant from the Ball Foundation, the thirty 
stakeholder organizations of the National Center for 
Literacy Education  continue to work toward this 
vision. One of the important activities of NCLE this 
year was a nationally representative survey of 2,400 
educators on conditions needed for literacy learning.  
Those educators overwhelmingly responded that 
literacy isn’t just the responsibility of the English 
teachers and that although collaboration was the 
professional experience they most valued, little time 
was allocated. The results of this survey were 
published as Remodeling Literacy Learning:  Making 
Room for What Works and were the subject of a well-
attended policy briefing in Washington, D.C., in April. 
This is the kind of framing of the issues, collaboration 
between like-minded groups, and strategic action that 
is the fruition of intentional work by the NCTE 
Executive Committee over the last few years.  And it is 
also the work of staff joining into this effort. It is 
paying off. 
 
Member Involvement 
We have been working to expand the meaning of 
“membership” — that it’s not just what you get but 
also what you get to do. Most recently, we have 
solicited volunteers for 2,400 tasks or roles.  One new 
opportunity is the policy analyst network, which will 
contribute insights and analysis about issues in 
analysts’ states. The higher education network is up 
and running with thirty states contributing 
information to the NCTE Website currently, and a K-12 
network is coming soon. With our two new social 
media coordinators, NCTE has also increased presence 
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in online events. This presence began on September 
22 with the debut of #nctechat, which celebrated anti-
censorship during Banned Books Week and has 
continued with events on the National Day on Writing, 
Connected Educator Month, and a convention 
preview.  Activities have been frenzied since 
yesterday, if you have been monitoring the twitter 
chat  and I know will continue until long after the 
convention is over. 
 
This is the strength of NCTE.  Our members. While 
those of us present have the opportunity to learn and 
connect, NCTE isn’t just the convention.  As you heard 
in this report, our collective knowledge, wisdom, 
actions, and our connections with each other reach far 
beyond this room. 
 
I would like to call on our Executive Director, Kent 
Williamson, who will share with us both our financial 
outlook and his insights on our future. 

 
Kent Williamson, NCTE Executive Director, presented his 
report: 
 

As has been the case for the past four years, the 
Council fell just short of breaking even financially on 
covering operating and program costs through 
operating revenues, but benefitted from a substantial 
gain on the value of its invested reserves, ending the 
year with a net income of $2,545,099. Strictly from an 
operations viewpoint, we took a small loss (-
$160,483)—one that included $202,770 in spending 
from our contingency reserve funds on long-term 
infrastructure and that ended up being substantially 
smaller than the operating loss we had budgeted for 
the year and smaller than last year’s loss. At this point, 
we are still bounded by a 2001 measure specifying 
that we not incur an operating loss in excess of 
approved contingency reserve spending—a goal we 
met once again in FY13. 
 
Generally, FY13 was characterized by relatively weak 
demand for most “for-fee” Council services, balanced 
by ongoing austerity measures and steady 
infrastructure/audience-building for the NCLE 
initiative. Through careful planning and some good 
luck, our reserves grew by $3.097 million and by the 
end of FY13 stood at an all-time high of $26.83 
million—nearly quadruple the $7.23 million needed to 
cover all Council operations last year (well above our 
reserve goal of maintaining funding that is at least 1.5 
times annual spending —please see the chart below 
for a historical perspective). 
 

Taking a closer look at our operating “bottom line,” we 
see that operating income ran nearly $1.5 million 
below budget and $357,000 behind FY12 levels, 
mainly because we did not spend down the NCLE 
grant as rapidly as anticipated. Fortunately, spending 
also ran well below budget (- $1.82 million), keeping 
our finances in check. If we disregard the effect of the 
NCLE/Ball Foundation grant, operating income and 
spending changed very little between FY11, 12, and 13 
with both operating income and expense hovering 
between $6 and $7 million across all three years—20-
30% lower than in the pre-recession years. One can 
view this as a sign of stability and health in a time 
where the education and non-profit sectors are 
undergoing tumultuous changes, or one could read it 
as stagnation. A review of the many program 
achievements by the Council and its members over the 
past year demonstrates remarkable vibrancy as our 
role and services adapt to changing conditions, but our 
principles remain constant. A few highlights: 
 

 We are now serving 340 school or district-
based teams and more than 16,000 educators 
working together to improve the conditions 
for literacy learning with free resources and 
insights drawn from 30 non-profit 
organizations working together through the 
Literacy in Learning Exchange and NCLE 
initiative.  
 

 Last year, our national survey of more than 
11,000 educators at all scholastic levels 
revealed five powerful findings representing 
the views of a decisive majority of 
respondents: 

o Literacy is not just the English 
teacher's job anymore. 

o Working together is working 
smarter—innovation spreads where 
collaboration is supported. 

o But schools aren't structured to 
facilitate educators working 
together. 

o Many of the building blocks for 
remodeling literacy learning are in 
place. 

o Effective collaboration needs 
systemic support. 
 

 This message was delivered to leaders of the 
US Department of Education and leaders of 
the Chief State School Officers by NCTE 
officers. Efforts to coordinate the message 
about support for collaboration and teacher 
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agency in leading change were initiated 
across NCLE stakeholder groups last winter. 
Those efforts will be stepped up this winter 
as results are published from our current 
survey exploring how educators are involved, 
or excluded, as new standards are 
introduced. 
 

 In the past few months, 533 NCTE members 
have stepped forward to take on new roles in 
the Council, including the Twitter 
correspondents you see at sessions this year 
and a new network of state-based policy 
analysts who are helping to keep us ahead of 
the curve as new state and local policies 
influencing literacy and humanities education 
are introduced. 
 

 A powerful new position statement on 
Formative Assessment That Truly Informs 
Instruction has been released to supplement 
President Sandy Hayes’ call for a moratorium 
on high-stakes testing. 
 

 Our vigorous work in support of intellectual 
freedom recently extended to support for an 
amicus brief to be filed in the Ninth Circuit 
Court in Arce v. Huppenthal.  The case 
challenges the constitutionality of an Arizona 
statute used to ban the teaching of Mexican 
American Studies in the Tucson School 
District.  
 

 And, in a world where the average incoming 
college student spends up to 25 hours a week 
writing in formal and informal contexts (that’s 
a finding from the remarkable CCCC Listening 
Tour), educator and student participation in 
our October National Day on Writing 
continued to surge. 

 
These are just a few of the accomplishments of NCTE 
and its members in the past year. More than ever, 
teachers are joining the Council not just to “get” 
things, but to do things—to make the case for 
supporting educators who join together to advance 
literacy learning for all students. It is gratifying to 
report that 2013 was an outstanding year for the 
Council as it pursues this enduring goal. 

 
President Hayes called on Kathy Short, Vice President, to 
announce upcoming meetings and locations for Council 
conferences. Short reported the following dates and sites for 
upcoming NCTE Annual Conventions: November 20-25, 2014, 

Washington, DC, “Story as the Landscape of Knowing”; 
November 19-24, 2015, Minneapolis, MN; November 17-22, 
2016, Atlanta, GA; November 16-21, 2017, St. Louis, MO; and 
November 15-20, 2018, Houston, TX. CCCC conferences: March 
19-22, 2014, Indianapolis, IN, “Open / Source(s), Access, 
Future”; March 18-21, 2015, Tampa, FL; April 6-9, 2016, 
Houston, TX; and March 15-18, 2017, Portland, OR. Conference 
on English Leadership: July 17-19, 2014, Elmhurst, IL, “Institute 
on Critical Issues: Assessment for School Leaders and 
Teachers.” Whole Language Umbrella, July 17-19, 2014, 
Pasadena, CA, “Making Meaning: Teaching and Learning 
Together.” And finally, the NCTE Assembly for Research Mid-
Winter Conference, January 10-12, 2014, Elmhurst College, 
Elmhurst, IL.  
 
President Hayes announced to the attendees that as they came 
into the room they were presented with a list of “Roundtable 
Discussion Topics.” There are table numbers assigned to each 
topic. You may notice there is duplication in the topics. As an 
example, Table 1 and Table 8 are on the same topic. Executive 
Committee members have been assigned to tables to take 
notes. Fifteen minutes has been set aside for discussion.  
 
The ”Roundtable Discussion Topics” are as follows: 
 

Table 1 / Table 8: What do we know or believe about 
how the work of the assessment consortia (PARCC 
and SBAC) may affect literacy teaching and learning?  
 
Table 2 / Table 9: What do we know or believe about 
how successive waves of education reform have 
contributed to teacher burnout? 
 
Table 3 / Table 10: What do we know or believe about 
how teacher education/preparation programs are 
responding to challenges to their practices/legitimacy? 
 
Table 4 / Table 11: What do we know or believe about 
how new teacher evaluation practices are changing 
curricula and pedagogy? 
 
Table 5 / Table 12: What do we know or believe about 
how shortcuts to college completion are affecting the 
quality of literacy/humanities learning in higher 
education? 
 
Table 6 / Table 13: What do we know or believe about 
the role o teachers in shaping plans for Common Core 
Standards implementation? 
 
Table 7 / Table 14: Create your own topic 

 
President Hayes moved to “New Business” and called on 
Kristen Hamilton, Chair of the Committee on Resolutions, to 
present this year’s resolution. Hamilton thanked the committee 
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for its work: Yolanda Sealey-Ruiz, Meenoo Rami, Bill Bass, and 
Teri Knight. Hamilton also thanked the NCTE Parliamentarian 
Kay Parks Haas and NCTE Staff Liaison Lori Bianchini.  
 
Hamilton presented the following resolution: 
 
Resolution 1 
 
Resolution on Literacy Support for Students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder 
 
Resolved, that the National Council of Teachers of English 
protect the rights of students with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) by 
 

 urging practitioners and policymakers to support 
policies that create structures responsive to students’ 
individual literacy needs;  

 encouraging research that investigates practices 
designed to meet students’ individual literacy needs;  

 promoting the use of research-based practices that 
meet the individual literacy needs of students with 
ASD; and  

 supporting professional learning opportunities and 
teacher preparation programs that facilitate teachers’ 
understanding and application of practices that meet 
the needs of their students. 

 
On behalf of the Committee on Resolutions, Hamilton moved 
the adoption of the resolution. 
  
President Hayes called for a discussion. 
 
President Hayes called for a vote. The resolution CARRIED. 
 
President Hayes asked for those presenting sense-of-the-house 
motions to read their motions. 
 
Sense-of-the-House Motion #1 
 
Jennifer Drury, CT, offered the following sense-of-the-house 
motion:  
 
Jesse Turner, CT, offered the following sense-of-the-house 
motion: To stand against the rising tide of standardized testing 
that is washing away the love of learning in our classrooms. The 
motion was seconded by Jesse Turner, CT. 

 
President Hayes called for a vote. The motion CARRIED. 
 
President Hayes asked anyone who wanted to make 
declarations to move to the microphones. 
 
Bruce Novak, PA, announced two meetings by the Assembly for 
Expanded Perspectives on Learning Conference: “The Art of 
Noticing Deeply,” June 24-28, 2014, Laurentian University, 
Sudbury, Ontario, Canada; and “Reinventing English,” (James 
Moffett), Estes Park, CO, June 2015. 
 
Debra Goodman, NY, invited everyone to the WLU Literacies 
for All Summer Institute, “Making Meaning: Teaching and 
Learning Together,” July 17-19, 2014, Pasadena, CA. 
 
Jesse Turner, CT, stated he’s a Bad Ass Teacher and invited all 
to join him August 28, 2014, in Washington, DC, outside Arnie 
Duncan’s house to let him know “Enough is enough!” 
 
Elizabeth McAninch, CA, invited everyone to the California 
Association of Teachers of English (CATE) conference in San 
Diego, February 14-15, 2014. The topic is “Paying It Forward.” 
 
Yetta Goodman, AZ, thanked the Council for supporting Tucson 
and bilingual education. So many teachers are here doing so 
many creative things. She announced the University of Arizona, 
College of Education, Department of Language, Reading, and 
Culture has an award “In Defense of Good Teaching” in honor 
of Ken Goodman. She encouraged everyone to check out the 
university website for more information on the award and to 
please submit nominations. 
 
Wanda Porter, HI, invited all to the first CEL summer 
conference, “Institute on Critical Issues: Assessment, July 17-
19, 2014, Elmhurst College, Elmhurst, IL. 
 
Adam Banks, KY, invited everyone to attend the CCCC 
Convention, March 19-22, 2014, in Indianapolis, IN, “Open / 
Source(s), Access, Futures. 
 
President Hayes called for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Robert Chapman, CA, moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded 
by Yetta Goodman, AZ. The motion CARRIED and the meeting 
was adjourned. 
 

 


